
 

 

PM’s aide moves to allay fears about Covid-19 spread  
Ikram Junaidi April 05, 2020  

ISLAMABAD: While the federal government has informed the Supreme Court that the number of 

coronavirus (Covid-19) cases may surge to 50,000 with 7,000 critical cases by April 25, Special 

Assistant to the Prime Minister (SAPM) on Health Dr Zafar Mirza on Saturday appealed to the masses 

not to pay heed to assumptions related to number of cases in the coming days. 

The PM’s aide also announced that a large number of substandard hand sanitiser brands had been found 

in the market. 

Dr Mirza told a press conference that the media had been reporting assumption-based number of cases in 

its programmes and reports, but those assumptions should not be considered confirmed as the situation 

could change anytime. 

 “Some predictive modelling is being done by the media at national and international level but those 

estimates are based on assumptions and should not be considered as final,” he said. 

Mirza vows training for doctors as demand for PPE surges 

The PM’s aide said the ministry was looking into the estimates and preparing itself for the possible 

requirements to deal with Covid-19 pandemic in coming days, but people should not pay heed to those 

estimates. 

„Doctors unaware of PPE use‟ 

He said the government had decided to provide personal protective equipment (PPE) to health 

professionals on priority, but it was observed that health professionals in large numbers were “not aware 

about proper use of PPE including masks, caps, gowns and other equipment. So we have decided to 

inform them about proper use of PPE”. 

Dr Mirza asked senior doctors to train junior doctors about the use of PPEs and announced that a 

training programme would be launched soon at the national level. 

The PM’s aide on health also told the media about the findings of a recent testing by the Pakistan 

Standard and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) a day after Minister for Science and Technology 

Fawad Chaudhry tweeted about it and advised the health department to remove the substandard sanitiser 

from stores. 

Dr Mirza said: “On the basis of analysis, it can be said that a large number of substandard sanitiser are 

being sold in the market. Sanitiser should have minimum 70 per cent alcohol, but it is observed that less 

alcohol and other ingredients are being included in sanitiser,” he said. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1546515/pms-aide-moves-to-allay-fears-about-covid-19-spread
https://www.dawn.com/authors/263/ikram-junaidi


In Lahore, he said, 22 samples were collected from the market for analysis and all of them had less than 

70pc alcohol. 

Under the National Command and Control Centre on Covid-19, he said, both civil and military 

institutions were making collective efforts to combat the deadly virus. 

Meanwhile, a house in Islamabad’s Barma Town was sealebd after a 59-year-old man tested positive for 

coronavirus. After the confirmation report, it was decided to test 11 other residents of the house. 

An official of the Ministry of National Health Services, requesting anonymity, said the virus could infect 

more persons in Pakistan than those in the United States and Europe, as in Pakistan, eight to 15 people 

live in one house, which was much higher than the average number of people in each house in Europe 

and the US. 

Doctors demand PPEs 

Earlier, the Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) had written letters to Prime Minister Imran 

Khan and all chief ministers to provide PPEs to health professionals and ensure their test for 

coronavirus, as the health professionals were on the front line in the war against Covid-19. 

PMA Secretary General Dr Qaisar Sajjad said the lives of doctors were at risk due to the shortage 

of PPEs. This was the reason that so many doctors fell prey to the deadly virus, he added. “We 

strongly suggest having Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) Corona Test of all the doctors who are 

on duty without PPEs so that the doctors can be diagnosed and kept into isolation urgently, 

otherwise they would infect many others,” the PMA representative said. 

He said the doctors tested negative for the deadly virus should be given protection urgently with 

the PPEs. “The doctors serving corona patients are facing pressure from their families to quit 

their jobs. One can well imagine the horrible results if they are not protected and they quit. 

Protection of doctors is very serious issue at this stage,” he emphasised. 

Published in Dawn, April 5th, 2020 
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Fear grips health workers as doctor tested positive for Covid-19 

put on ventilator in Karachi  
Imran Ayub Updated April 05, 2020  

KARACHI: Fear and anxiety gripped health workers on Saturday when a senior doctor, who 
was active on the front line ever since the first case of coronavirus was reported and last week 
tested positive for Covid-19, was put on a ventilator after his condition deteriorated. 

He was a former medical officer of the Pakistan Steel Mills and was tested positive for the virus 
earlier this week, health officials said and added that he was respected in the medical fraternity 
for his growing medical practice in different private facilities of Malir. 

“He has a very good practice in Gulshan-i-Hadeed where hundreds of patients visit him daily in 
different hospitals,” said Dr Abdul Malik of the Pakistan Islamic Medical Association (Pima). 
The doctor in question was also a former Sindh president of the association. 

“Apart from his professional skills in health sciences, he is known as a socially active person in 
his district where people even from rural parts of the province came to see him. He was 
vigorously calling for PPE [personal protective equipment]. He tested positive because he was 
treating patients without PPE to honour the oath he had taken that he would not deny anyone 
care.” 

Around a dozen members of medical fraternity have tested positive for coronavirus in Karachi 

in just a week 

„A wake-up call‟ 

According to Dr Malik, the senior doctor was in his early 60s and battling for life on a ventilator 
at the Indus Hospital. The situation should be a wake-up call for authorities and they should 
speed up distribution of PPE among health professional and workers across the province, he 
added. 

As the number of confirmed coronavirus patients continues to grow with most becoming 
victims of local virus transmission, the health workers have been increasingly more exposed to 
the threat as in just a week almost a dozen members of the medical fraternity in Karachi tested 
positive for the pandemic. 

According to doctors, they are facing a lot of problems at work, severely affecting their mental 
health as well as the quality of work. 
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Govt urged to provide PPE 

The worst-hit health facilities include government hospitals in Sukkur and Larkana, the Abbasi 
Shaheed Hospital (ASH), the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) and two teaching 
hospitals, one in Hyderabad and the other in Jamshoro, attached with the Liaquat University of 
Medical and Health Sciences (LUMHS). 

The situation once again triggered fear among doctors, who keep on demanding immediate 
PPE supply. 

“Not only from Karachi, we have been approached by doctors from every parts of the 

country who want PMA [Pakistan Medical Association] to play its role and talk to the 

government for PPE,” said Dr Qaiser Sajjad of the PMA. “I believe that the health 

workers are doing a great service but they also need protection. I appeal to both the 

provincial and federal governments to provide these workers PPE who are exposed to 

the virus due to their professional contribution.” 

An official said that Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah had informed Prime Minister Imran 
Khan during a meeting he participated in via video link that the province was facing serious 
shortage of PPE. 

Also, the testing kits provided by the Provincial Disaster Management Authority had “accuracy 
issues”, which was why Sindh had opted not to use them, said the official quoting CM Shah’s 
concerns. 

Published in Dawn, April 5th, 2020 
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HED starts receiving online transfer applications  

Our Correspondent 

April 5, 2020  

LAHORE : For the first time in its history, the Higher Education Department (HED) Punjab has 

offered online transfer facility to its teachers and deadline for submission of applications in this 

regard is April 14.  

The department has activated the online portal for phase-I of the e-transfer facility available at 

http://transfer.hed.punjab.gov.pk 

The department has also made available a user guide for e-transfers system on the HED 

website www.hed.punjab.gov.pk for guidance on submission of applications. The deadline for 

submission of applications is Tuesday, April 14, by 17:00 hrs. 

The applications under the special categories (widow, wedlock case, physical disability and 

single offspring) are currently not open and would be received later. 

PMA demands safety gear: The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) reiterated that 

doctors are working on the frontline in the war against coronavirus. 

Their lives are at risk due to shortage of personal protective equipment (PPE) and many 

doctors have fallen prey to the deadly virus because of unavailability of the safety gear. 

In a statement on Saturday, PMA (Centre) Secretary General Dr SM Qaisar Sajjad said, 

“We have written a letter to the prime minister of Pakistan and to the chief ministers of 

all the provinces, requesting them to provide personal protective equipment for the 

protection of doctors, nurses and paramedics.” 

He said, “We strongly suggest having PCR corona test of all the doctors who are on 

duty without safety gear.” 

He said the doctors serving the corona patients were facing pressure from their families 

to quit their jobs. Protection of doctors is very serious issue at this stage, he added. 

The PMA is also trying to provide safety gear to the doctors who are serving the nation 

in this hard time, he said. 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/writer/our-correspondent


preventive measures: CCPO Zulfiqar Hameed has directed all policemen to ensure necessary 

preventive measures while performing duties at check points. 

He issued the direction while visiting a police check-post at Campus Bridge today. 

He reviewed the enforcement of restrictions under Section 144. DSP Garden Town Sheikh 

Muzaffar briefed the CCPO about the coronavirus preventive plan. On the occasion, the CCPO 

directed that police personnel must follow SOPs when dealing with the public at check points. 

He said that cops should ensure use of preventive equipment provided by the department. “In 

case of shortage of equipment, SP Headquarters should be contacted immediately” he said. 

Zulfiqar Hameed also directed that those people who are exempted from restrictions under 

Section 144 should not be stopped anywhere. “Citizens should also be informed about the 

coronavirus besides solidifying the police preventive plan” he said. He appealed once again 

that public should not leave their homes unnecessarily and extend their cooperation with the 

police. “Timing schedule for shops should be strictly adhered to” the CCPO added. 

Crime Data Entry System: Improvement in the Police Crime Data Entry System has been 

initiated under the direction of CCPO Lahore Zulfiqar Hameed. In this regard, a meeting of the 

data operators from different police divisions chaired by SSP Admin Captain (R) Malik Liaqat 

Ali reviewed the overall performance. 

Speaking on the occasion, the SSP Admin said that crime data was a sensitive matter which 

requires professionalism and commitment. “Police responsibilities have increased manifold in 

the wake of the coronavirus crisis,” noted the SSP. He directed that all in-charges review their 

performance on a daily basis. 

“Do not hide the mistakes of your colleagues. There will be no compromise on the honour of 

Commander Lahore Police,” warned Malik Liaqat. 

The SSP Admin said that CCPO’s instructions should be complied with. “Action will be taken 

on deliberate neglect,” he said. He announced that in future file work would be completed 

before the ending of contracts of contract employees. 
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PMA suggests testing all doctors working 

without PPEs 

by Staff Report ,  

KARACHI: Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) has written a letter to the Prime 

Minister of Pakistan and to the Chief Ministers of all the provinces, requesting them to 

provide (PPEs) for the protection of doctors, nurses and paramedics, and strongly 

suggesting to conduct having PCR Corona Test of all the doctors who are on duty 

without PPEs 

PMA secretary general Dr Qaiser Sajjad has said that doctors are working on the front 

line in the war against Coronavirus. Their lives are at risk due to the shortage of Personal 

Protection Equipments (PPEs), so many doctors have fallen prey to the deadly virus 

because of non-availability of PPEs. 

“In this regard we have written a letter to the Prime Minister of Pakistan and to the Chief 

Ministers of all the provinces, requesting them to provide (PPEs) for the protection of 

doctors, nurses and paramedics. 

“We strongly suggest having PCR Corona Test of all the doctors who are on duty without 

PPEs. So that the doctors could be diagnosed and kept into isolation urgently otherwise 

they would infect many others. The doctors who found to be negative with Coronavirus 

should be protected urgently with PPEs. The doctors serving corona patients are facing 

pressure from their families to quit their jobs. One can well imagine the horrible results if 

they are not protected and they quit. Protection of doctors is a very serious issue at this 

stage.” 

He said Pakistan Medical Association is also trying to provide PPEs itself to the doctors 

who are serving the nation in this hard time. 

https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2020/04/04/pma-suggests-test-doctors-working-without-ppes/  
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Prioritise doctors‟ protection, says Pakistan Medical Association 
 
By  Our Correspondent 
Published: April 5, 2020 

 

KARACHI:  

 

Doctors’ lives are at risk due to the shortage of personal protection equipment (PPE), warned 
Pakistan Medical Association (PMA). 

In a letter sent to Prime Minister Imran Khan on Saturday, the PMA reiterated that doctors 
were working on the front lines in the war against COVID-19 and it was crucial that their 
personal safety is made a priority, as so many of them have fallen prey to coronavirus because 
of the non-availability of PPEs. 

PMA secretary-general Dr SM Qaisar Sajjad said that the medical body had written a letter to 

the PM and the chief ministers of all provinces, requesting the provision of PPE for doctors, 

nurses and paramedics. 

He further maintained that the PMA strongly suggested making the COVID-19 test mandatory 
for doctors on duty without PPEs. This would ensure that doctors diagnosed with the virus can 
be kept in isolation, preventing them from spreading it to patients and others, he explained. 

Dr Sajjad further stated that doctors who tested negative for the virus should be provided PPE 
kits urgently, as they were at great risk of contracting it. 

He added that doctors working with coronavirus patients were also facing increasing pressure 
from their families to quit their jobs due to the lack of protective equipment. He cautioned that if 
this were to happen, the results would be terrible and, therefore, protecting doctors was a 
serious issue at this stage. 

He stated that the PMA was also trying to provide PPE kits to doctors who were serving the 
nation during this hard time.  

Published in The Express Tribune, April 5
th

, 2020. 
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